
Hello all! The Preschool PSR  and Good Shepherd school year is well 

underway! It is such a joy to see your children each week as they liven 

up our church halls on Sunday mornings!  Your Atrium Catechists 

wanted to share with you about what your children in each atrium level 

are up to this time of year! Please feel free to read through all the levels 

to get a feel for what your child has done, is doing, and what they will 

one day do too! If you have any questions your Atrium Catechist are 

available to assist you.  

Greetings Good Shepherd Families!  

St. Peter Chanel 

CGS Newsletter 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2015 

Introduction to the Atriums 
9-12: 1st year in Level III  2nd year in Level III   3rd year in Level III 

Orientation to Atrium   Reorientation to Atrium   Reorientation to Atrium 

Communal Prayer    Communal Prayer    Communal Prayer  

What is the Holy Bible?   The Plan of God    2000 years 

The Holy Bible and Its Books  Holy Bible and the Sacraments  The Plan of God- revisit 

How to use the Bible   Structure of the Mass   The History of the Jewish People 

Its Unity and Vastness   Meditation on the Parable of the Pearl Worship In Israel 

History of The Gifts   Roman Missal    Abraham and Worship 

The Plan of God    Mystery of Faith    Origin of the Liturgy of the Word 

     Meditation on the Parable of the Talents Holy Bible and the Parousia 
 

 

Orientation includes time for meeting and reconnecting with friends, recalling 

and sharing the “rules” for our community, and becoming oriented or reorient-

ed to the rhythm and prayerfulness of the time we share.   We focus particularly 

on how the Bible has come to us, and on the way in which people down 

through the centuries have reverenced the Holy Bible as they have tried to live 

its words. The children will learn songs to help them remember the books of the 

New Testament and Old Testament (Catholic). Practice at home. 
 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

Establish a place for prayer in your home where the Bible holds an honored place. Pray 

the prayers of the Church together and allow time for spontaneous conversations with 

God, both silent and spoken. 

Talk together about “rules” in your house. Rules help us learn responsibility and make 

good choices. 



Atrium Level I at 8:45am & 10:30am 

We are thoroughly enjoying our time in the atrium with your children. This first 

month has been spent getting to know our newest friends, reacclimating to the atri-

um environment, revisiting some favorite works, and beginning new presentations. 

Atrium is the term used in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd to define our place 

of gathering, where we grow in our relationship and understanding of God. “In the 
early church, the atrium was the place where the catechumens were prepared. For 
the child, the atrium is a place of preparation for involvement in the larger worship-
ping community.” (www.cgsusa.org) 

One area of the atrium includes our practical life materials. These materials are an 

aid to the development of the will, as well as the development of the concentration 

needed for prayer and meditation. They encourage focusing, sequencing a task, and 

bringing a task to completion, which includes the restoration of the materials so that 

they are “beautiful and ready for the next person to use.” A dustpan and broom, 

cloths for wiping spills, and wood and mirror polishing allow children to be inde-

pendent and to help take care of our environment. Other practical life items prepare 

for future work in the atrium and church such as pouring (preparation of cruets) and 

folding. (altar cloth and linens) As the child’s capacity for concentration and joy in 

the presence of God grows, so does his or her ability to listen to and contemplate 

presentations on Bible passages and liturgy. There is a purpose to everything we do 

in the atrium! 

Setting up the model altar is one of our first presentations and continues over a peri-

od of two or three years as we introduce more of the articles of the Mass. Rather 

than “playing church,” we emphasize the value of the Eucharistic meal served at the 

special table, and we introduce the children to the real names of the items used in 

Mass—chalice, paten, corporal, purificator, lectionary, etc. Once the children have 

experienced a presentation with a catechist, they are free to work with those materi-

als at any time.  

The liturgical colors—white, purple, green, and red—are emphasized throughout the 

atrium year as we relate them to the current and upcoming seasons of the Church. 

We regularly sing that, “Purple is for preparation, white is for celebration, green is 

for the growing time, red is for Pentecost.” Chasubles in each of the four colors are 

available for placement on stands, and our experienced children will spend time with 

the liturgical calendar in which they transfer colored blocks representing each Sun-

day in the Church year. 

We will not be meeting on October 25th or November 1st. Perhaps on those Sundays 

you can encourage your child to notice the color of the priest’s chasuble during 

Mass. We have found it beneficial to sit in the front rows of the pews with young 

children so that they can become more engaged in the Mass and notice what is hap-

pening on the altar. At home you could provide a place for silent prayer. You could 

even offer child size materials to help with the care of your home environment. If 

you are interested in suggestions, please ask a catechist.  We have many Montessori 

ideas that we can share from our training! We’ll see you back on November 8th. 

God’s peace, 

Ms. Stephany and Ms. Katie—8:45 Level 1 atrium 

Ms. Debbie, Ms. Sue, and Ms. Stephany—10:30 Level 1 atrium 
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Important Dates: 

 October 4th: PSR Safe 

Environment 

(Kindergarten-5th) 

 October 11th: PSR Safe 

Environment (6th-12th)              

 October 18th: PSR         

 October 25th: NO PSR 

 November 1: NO PSR: 

All Soul’s Day Family 

Masses at 10:45am and 

12:15pm in the Parish 

Hall 

 November 8: PSR 

 November 15: NO PSR 

 November 21: Advent 

Parish Day Event 

 November 22: NO 

PSR: Solemnity of 

Christ the King 

 November 29 NO PSR 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 December 6: PSR 

 December 13: PSR 

Happy Birthday Jesus 

Party (Preschool PSR) 



Atrium Level II at 8:45am 

Welcome to Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS), Level 2! We are enjoying our time in the atrium with your 

children. Our first few weeks have been busy getting acclimated to the atrium environment and delving into many 

of the rich “works” of level II.  The information below describes the works that your children have received or will 

receive before the Advent season. The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that “Family catechesis precedes, 

accompanies, and enriches other forms of instruction in the faith” (CCC, no. 2226). We hope that you might use 

the “Suggestions for home” below to enrich your home catechesis. We are blessed to join you in your calling to 

pass along the Catholic faith to your children! 

Articles of the Mass—We introduce and review the names of items used during the Holy Mass. A few examples 

of these items include: 

- Chalice  - Altar table      - Cruets  - Tabernacle  - Purificator  

- Crucifix  - Roman Missal     - Lectionary - Paten  

Suggestions for home: 

• sit in the front pews at Mass so that the children can clearly see the items and how 

each is used 

• if your child brought home a Altar pasting sheet, review the names of the items with 

them and discuss how the items are used 

Books of the Bible—We introduce the Bible as our most precious book, made up of many books, telling the his-

tory of the Kingdom of God. We explore the rich history of how the Bible became the book that it is today and 

what a gift it is to have these words printed in many different languages. We explore: Old Testament, New Testa-

ment, the Pentateuch, and the Gospels. The older children are also introduced to the Historical Books, Wisdom 

Books, Prophetical Books, Acts, Letters and Revelation. We want the children to be able to recognize the books of 

the Bible and in which testament to find them.  There are many materials in our atrium to aid the children’s explo-

ration of the Bible. Our beautiful Holy Bible cabinet is a favorite - stop in and take a peek at this lovely material! 

We sing a song listing the books of the New Testament. The children love this song and all of them will be able to 

name the books of the New Testament by the end of the atrium year. We may try the Old Testament next. 

Suggestions for home: 

• Make sure that the children have easy access to a Catholic Bible 

• Read the Bible together as a family (maybe the daily Mass Readings) and let the 

children help you find the book and verse in the Bible 

• Help the children follow the readings at Mass in the missal 

• Ask your child to sing the books of the New Testament song 

History of the Kingdom of God – “La Fettuccia” or the ribbon work is a very long ribbon used to present the 

History of the Kingdom of God. We contemplate the vastness and unity of God’s plan of salvation. The ribbon 

tells the story of creation and how man arrived last, like guests at a banquet where everything needed had already 

been prepared. We emphasize three key  moments in that history: Creation, Redemption (the time of Christ’s in-

carnation, death and resurrection), and Parousia, (the time when God will be all in all). The long ribbon makes a 

deep impression on the children as they look back and see how God has been working throughout all of time. We 

also consider our “blank page.” This is the age (6-9 years) that the children, already aware of God’s great love for 

his people, begin to consider that they have a response to make to that gift of love. We talk about how we will 

“write our blank page.” This theme  will be carried forward in much of their future work in level 2 and considered 

even more deeply in level 3. 
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Suggestions for home: 

• discuss and emphasize the 3 moments of salvation history - Creation, Redemption, and Parousia 

• discuss how each child and your family are “writing your blank page.” 

Gifts of God—The 3rd year children continue contemplating God’s great plan with another presentation called 

“The Gifts”. During this presentation, we consider the great variety of gifts that God has lovingly bestowed on 

His people throughout all of history. 

Suggestions for home: 

• Take time to notice and discuss the many gifts that God has given us 

• Discuss ways that we can use these gifts to give Him glory 

Kingdom of God Parables—Any of the following parables might be meditated on individually or synthesized in 

a group. These parables help us understand more about the Kingdom of God and role in it.  

- Mustard Seed: Matthew 13:31-32 

- Precious Pearl: Matthew 13:45-46 

- Growing Seed: Mark 4:26-29 

Suggestions for home: 

• Read these parables together 

• Ponder together what Jesus is telling us about the Kingdom of God 

• Ponder our call within the Kingdom as we write our blank page 

Prayer—Prayer is one of the primary focuses of our Level II atrium. Nearly every presentation in the atrium has 

an element of prayer. Either we are solemnly reading scripture, or isolating a part of the Mass, or proclaiming 

some truth of the Faith, but it is always a call to think more deeply, to respond with joy, and to be drawn further 

into relationship with God. All children are given the opportunity to plan and lead the closing prayer service for 

our class. 

Suggestions for home: 

• Mass is the ultimate form of prayer and where the children will experience all that they have heard in the atrium 

come together. Please take your children to Mass! 

• Pray as a family at different times - use memorized prayers as well as spontaneous prayer 

• Create a place in your home for quiet prayer 

For the families who are new to CGS, we encourage you to visit The National Association of the Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd’s website at www.cgsusa.org to learn more about this unique and beautiful program. 

We are always in need of help! If you are interested in aiding or in future Catechist training, we’d be happy to 

speak with you and share our experiences. 

Thank you for sharing your children with us. They are a gift! 

God bless, 

Andrea Brookshire, catechist    Karen Donnelly, catechist   Liz Rains, catechist  

Doug Brookshire, aide    Ellie Dobson, aide    Kelly Peters, aide 
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History of the Kingdom of God 
The beginning of the year in Level III is a time for exploring the mystery of time through presentations on the 
History of the Kingdom of God and the Plan of God.  These are beautiful timelines that show how history is 
centered the person of Jesus Christ.  The Plan of God is our jumping off point to explore the sacraments that 
Jesus instituted.  The older children have begun a typology Bible study on Moses which we will continue 
throughout the year.  These typology studies show how the events in the Old Testament are types 
(prefigurements) of events in the New Testament and will reach complete fulfillment at the time of Parousia, 
Christ’s Second Coming.  The second year children have begun work on the Structure of the Mass, most par-
ticularly focusing on the Eucharistic Prayer, the heart of the Mass.  We will continue to offer presentations 
on these moments and prayers of the Mass.  Our first year children have been introduced to Biblical geogra-
phy, What is the Bible? and one of the “great works” called the Plan of God.  We invite you to take a look at 
this long timeline hanging on the wall in the atrium.  It shows the rise and fall of civilizations, the calling of 
God’s Chosen People, the Hebrews, the birth of Christ and the light that has spread through all civilizations 
until the time of Parousia when God will be all in all (I Cor 15:28) and there will be one flock, one shepherd 
(John 10:16).  We reflect on the contributions of past civilizations that have been handed to us through time 
as bridges that link us.  We also reflect on how these inventions have been used, sometimes for good and 
sometimes not, but that God’s desire is for us to be one.  As Maria Montessori observed, this age child is be-
coming oriented to time and his/her place in it.  We will ask ourselves “how can we respond to the great Gift 
of Life God has given (how do we write our “blank page”)? 
 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

Take your child to work or talk about your work! A tour of your work place can help your child see how 

people work together, gather ideas, and sort out differences. They will also gain appreciation for the value 

and purpose of your life in the world 

Take a walk in the woods, to a nature center, or just find opportunities to help your child to find “clues” to 

God’s nature in the unity and vastness of creation.  God has prepared all of this for man who arrived last, like 

guests at a banquet. 

Encourage your child to participate more fully in Mass by noticing the Structure of the Mass:  The Liturgy of 

the Word, and the 3 parts of the Liturgy of the Eucharist:  Preparation of the Gifts, Eucharistic Prayer and 

Communion. (2nd year children have seen this in the “domino” work).  Help them to see that the Mass is one 

big prayer made up of many smaller prayers. The Greek word for liturgy means “the work of the people”- 

reflect with your child on what this means.   We will be noticing what prayers change (called “Propers”) and 

what prayers stay the same. We will also be noticing the Preface (said at the beginning of the Eucharistic 

Prayer) which tells us about the intentions of the Mass that is being celebrated.  Notice the changing words 

for this each week and reflect on those as the work of the people.  If you have a Sunday Roman Missal, bring 

it to Mass so they can follow along.  They are paper copies available for Sundays for a nominal $2.00 or so at 

the Catholic bookstore, Two Hearts.  

God bless, 

The Level III Atrium Team 

Atrium Level III at 8:45am 
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Family Centered Masses: Sunday, November 1st, 2015 

We are excited to bring back our Family-Centered Masses!  

In addition to our regular Mass Schedule in the church we will be celebrating two family-centered 

Masses on Sunday, November 1st, at 10:45am and 12:15pm in McNamee Hall. 

 Youth grades K-12 are welcome to volunteer to help with the Mass;  

sign up is on the parish website.  

Our elementary children are welcome  to participate in the mass as greeters and ushers as well as 

being part of   the Gospel reflection.   

Our middle school and high school youth are encouraged to participate as lectors  and in the 

Gospel reflection. 

Advent Parish Day Event 

MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON 
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Does the busyness of  the holiday preparations distract you from experiencing a joyous and 

powerful Advent season?  Are you truly prepared for the celebration of  Christ’s birth, with 

all its meaning? Join your St. Peter Chanel Parish Family for our Advent Parish celebration!  

The Catholic Church has designated the four weeks leading up to Christmas as Advent, a 

time to prepare the way of  the Lord for His coming as our King and Savior. By participating 

in various time-honored traditions, such as making Jesse trees or putting on a Christmas play 

at home,  Catholics of  all ages can engage more fruitfully in the seasons of  Advent and 

Christmas.  

Please join the parish in experiencing the power and joy of  Advent as we come together to 

deepen our faith and find ways to make this season different and more meaningful. 
 

We hope that you will come and encourage your friends and their families to do the same!  

Looking forward to seeing you there! God bless! 


